
 
 
Dear Applicant 
 
My name is Professor Bruce Macfarlane and I am writing to you as the 
Programme Director for the MSc Education Management.  I am pleased to have 
offered you a place on the programme for the coming academic year and want 
to take this opportunity to introduce myself and highlight the key features of 
the programme, as well as sharing the success of last year’s students and 
insights into the experiences thus far for those who joined us in September. 
 
I am a relative newcomer to the University of Bristol as I only joined in 2017. Before that I worked at 
several universities in the UK and internationally including the University of Southampton and the 
University of Hong Kong. My research interests focus on academic ethics and leadership. One of my 
books is called Intellectual Leadership in Higher Education (Routledge, 2012) and focuses on the role 
and responsibilities of university professors. My background includes working in the banking sector 
as well as experience in schools, colleges of further education and universities. I have worked in a 
number of countries including Australia, Japan, and Hong Kong.  
 
Key Features of Programme 
As a student on the MSc Education Management you can expect to join a thriving educational 
research community where your interests and aspirations will be nurtured and developed by our 
team of tutors. You will become part of a diverse community studying alongside students from a 
wide range of international and UK contexts.  We encourage students to find out as much as they 
can about other education cultures and contexts by working with your peers throughout your time 
of study.  
 
Typically the profile of students undertaking this programme of study 
are, or were, school teachers or teachers in further and higher 
education. Many have managerial experience, and some have moved 
into education management. They all share a commitment to improving 
education and the student experience through personal and 
professional development. 
 
 
Through the Education Management specialism you will develop the theoretical knowledge and 
skills to lead quality improvement and promote social justice within organisations. Students on the 
course this year chose a number of units including ‘Quality and Improvement in Education’, ‘Leading 
and Managing Change’ and ‘Managing People in Education’. I taught the ‘Quality and Improvement’ 
unit which involved guest speakers from the School on topics such as value-added measurement, 
league tables and quality assurance in higher education. I also taught ‘Contemporary Perspectives on 
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Learning’ which involved one of our Visiting Professors, Guy Claxton who is internationally renowned 
for his writing and thinking. 
 
2017/18 Cohort 
 
The 2017/18 cohort have now completed their 
autumn term units and are starting to work on 
their dissertations. Some comments from the 
autumn term units include;  
 
These autumn term units are an important 
foundational block towards the dissertation and we 
were pleased to see some interesting and 
innovative emerging areas for dissertation topics 
including:  
 

• looking at the lifelong education sector using the UK government paper 'future of skills and 
lifelong learning'.  

• The impact of pre-service teacher trainings on teaching effectiveness in context of Kazakhstan 
• How the Chinese student academic achievement be influenced by the society, school and 

family 
 

Your decision to pursue the MSc Education (Education Management) at Bristol is a great choice, and 
we are confident that you will not only enjoy the academic challenges but also the personal ones.  
 
In order to support preparations for your arrival please bookmark our ‘New Student Webpages’.   
These webpages will contain information and reminders on pre-arrival tasks to support your 
academic study. 
 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you prepare for 
your programme, please do contact us. 
 
With Best wishes, 
 
Professor Bruce Macfarlane 
MSc Education (Education Management) Programme Co-ordinator  
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start 
becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for 
applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us 
@SoEBristol.  

 

“My understanding of the topic 
was greatly increased and I 

expanded my knowledge 
particularly relating to 

experiences outside the UK.” 
“Lessons have triggered 

constructive reflections on my 
part.” 
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